
HAPPY
INDEPENDENCE DAY,

SIERRA LEONE!



In honor of today's celebration, let's
walk through Sierra Leone's history.



OneVillage Partners

MANY OF THE TRIBAL GROUPS THAT MAKE UP
TODAY'S POPULATION WERE ALREADY SETTLED

WELL BEFORE THE EUROPEANS' ARRIVAL. ONE OF
THE LARGEST GROUPS, THEN AND TODAY, THE

MENDE, WERE SETTLED IN WEST AFRICA AS EARLY
AS 4,000 B.C.

PRE-COLONIAL SOCIETIES
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SINCE THE 11TH CENTURY, TRADE ROUTES
IN THE REGION LINKED ALL OF WEST

AFRICA. AS EUROPEANS COLONIZED THE
REGION, THESE TRADE ROUTES

DISAPPEARED DUE TO SEPARATE EUROPEAN
STATES LIMITING TRADE WITH ONE

ANOTHER.

TRADING ROUTES
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THE PORTUGUESE WERE THE FIRST TO ESTABLISH
TRADING POSTS IN WEST AFRICA IN THE 1400S,

WITH THEIR MAIN POST BEING IN WHAT IS TODAY
KNOWN AS PORT LOKO ON THE COAST OF SIERRA

LEONE.

THE PORTUGUESE & 
TRANS-ATLANTIC TRADING
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BY THE 1550S, THE DEMAND FOR SLAVES IN THE
AMERICAS HAD INCREASED SO MUCH, THAT

SLAVES BECAME THE MOST COMMON EXPORT
FROM WEST AFRICA. ISLANDS ALONG THE COAST,
INCLUDING TODAY'S BUNCE ISLAND, WERE BASES

FOR EUROPEAN SLAVE TRADERS.

THE SLAVE TRADE
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IN 1787, THE BRITISH ESTABLISHED THE SETTLEMENT
OF "THE PROVENCE OF FREEDOM." THIS WAS A
SETTLEMENT OF FORMER SLAVES FROM NORTH

AMERICA. TODAY, THIS AREA IS KNOWN AS
FREETOWN, THE COUNTRY'S CAPITAL.

THE PROVENCE OF FREEDOM
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BY 1800, THE BRITISH WERE USING SIERRA LEONE
AS THE "CAPITAL" OF THEIR PRESENCE

THROUGHOUT WEST AFRICA. FOR THE NEXT 150+
YEARS, SIERRA LEONE WOULD REMAIN COLONIZED

BY THE BRITISH. 

BRITISH COLONIZATION
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ON THIS DAY IN 1961, SIERRA LEONE GAINED
INDEPENDENCE FROM THE BRITISH. AS AN

INDEPENDENT NATION, SIERRA LEONE HELD
GENERAL ELECTIONS, CREATED A PARLIAMENT,

AND DRAFTED ITS FIRST CONSTITUTION.

APRIL 27, 1961
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IN 1991, CIVIL WAR BROKE OUT WHEN AN
ATTEMPTED COUP SUPPORTED BY LIBERIAN

REBELS FAILED. THE CIVIL WAR LASTED 11 YEARS,
ENGULFED THE ENTIRE COUNTRY, AND LEFT OVER

50,000 SIERRA LEONEANS DEAD.

CIVIL WAR, 1991 - 2002
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IN 2014, THE EBOLA EPIDEMIC SPREAD HEAVILY
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. THE GOVERNMENT

DECLARED A STATE OF EMERGENCY AND NATION-
WIDE QUARANTINES. IN 2016, THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION FINALLY DECLARED THE COUNTRY

TO BE EBOLA-FREE.

EBOLA OUTBREAK
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TODAY, SIERRA LEONE IS A FUNCTIONING
DEMOCRACY, HAS A POPULATION OF OVER 

7 MILLION PEOPLE, AND RANKS 5TH AS THE MOST
PEACEFUL COUNTRY IN AFRICA, ACCORDING TO

THE 2020 GLOBAL PEACE INDEX.

SIERRA LEONE, TODAY


